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Confused about who you are and what you’re meant to be in this world?  

Join millions of people in this era who are lost just like you.  The Fitzgerald Guide to Finding Yourself and Gaining An Identity is specifically created to provide some aid in soul-searching for the even the most confused and disillusioned criminals that Prohibition has produced.  Get in touch with your true self by following these 12 steps to fit into society and live a life of satisfaction and good times.  Tried and tested by F. Scott himself, these tips on getting your identity together are sure to land you anything from a book deal to your next promotion at the five and dime.  Enjoy the journey.
Let’s Get Started!

1. Let go of your failed marriage.

Our young people need to stop sneaking around.  Instead of cheating on your wife, let her go.  There’s no point in holding onto something broken.  If the marriage is done, it’s done.  It’s time instead to focus solely on yourself and your own identity, instead of trying to make yourself anew with your “other half” being strung along.  Otherwise, the two of you may drive each other so insane that you end up in a mental institution…literally.
2. Find delight in public service.

There’s nothing that can bring you quite as much pride as having a medal of honor from Montenegro hanging in your bedroom.  You are a good person deep down inside, and the best way to show your great respectability is to do nothing other than join the military.  It’s a just the manly thing to do.
3. Find friends that match your interests.

Good friends are tough to come by.  Therefore, you need the kind that want all of the same things you do, and that like to enjoy life in the same way.  It’s absolutely necessary to do whatever it takes and to go wherever is required to find the group of close friends to best suit you.  It doesn’t matter whether it’s the pretentious high-class East Eggers or the expatriate writers’ community in Paris; you should go wherever you see people that you want to be like.
4. Engage in intellectual, meaningful conversation.

In order to know who you are, you need to have a clear grasp on your own beliefs.  Therefore, you need the above-mentioned close friends, and some deep conversations with them.  They may not be the best of friends (ahem Ernest…), but they’ll help to guide you along your path to discovering you truly are.  Talk with them, go out on the town together, and find yourself with a companion by your side.
5. Marry the beautiful and the rich (preferably a combination of the two…).

It’s no secret: beautiful people have more fun.  Therefore, since you want the best for yourself and your successful life of being the best you can be, you need to start by finding a spouse with all of the glitz and glamour that you wish to attain.

6. Express your thoughts on paper.

Obviously, I myself can testify to the fact that writing is the best way to express oneself and to find deeper meaning and identity.  After chatting with your close friends and colleagues and delving deeper into your thoughts, try writing a few lines of poetry, a letter, a postcard, or anything.  Learn how to express your ideas in a way that interests others, so that you’ll be able to share them with the world.  One of the best ways to be powerful is also through writing, since your thoughts can reach a greater audience.  So, show off to the world the true you, and let your intellect be known!


7. Let loose with a little booze.

Sometimes every man needs a little help when it comes to unwinding after a stressful day of prestige, power, and finding identity.  Therefore, it’s never a sin to keep a couple extra gallons of champagne in the pantry, just in case.  Throw a last-minute party wherever you are, with whomever is there.  You’ll find yourself talking happily, making jokes, and just finding some relief from a grinding routine.  Forget Prohibition.  If someone says you’ve got a problem with the stuff, it’s actually them who’s got the problem.  What kind of self-respecting individual tries not to have more fun on purpose? No one.  It may not make you the most truthful person in the world, nor the most reliable, but there’s just some extra satisfaction that only whiskey can bring.

8. Give in to temptation.

The lustful temptations you experience are human nature—they make sense and exist for a good reason!  In order to feel satisfied, one must listen to what their minds, bodies, and hearts desire.  So, next time you’re sipping on bootleg hooch at a speakeasy, go ahead and dance with the bob-haired flapper girl that’s caught your eye.  You’ll be glad you did.

9. Characterize the person that you wish to be, then emulate that character.

There have been rumors about me modeling characters after myself, and all I will say is this: When you imagine in your mind the person that you wish to be or the person that you are, it’s much easier to point out their weaknesses and suggest improvements if that person is a character, and not you.  That way, you don’t have to directly criticize yourself, but just a person created in the image of you.  I love creating a person that is a mirror image of myself, with all of the same flaws and shortcomings, and allowing that character to help to inspire me to be a better person.  Create your own identity through this character, and allow yourself to be inspired by your own imagination.

10. Believe that you have money.

There’s really no more powerful thing in the world than an ostentatiously large fortune.  However, big money can be hard to come by for some, so it’s important to stick to what you want rather than what you have.  Spend as you wish, borrow liberally, and show off the person you wish to be instead of the person that you truly are.  After all, if the soul within desires a house in the Hamptons and you’re a lowly bond salesman, buy it anyway!  Credit is credit, good or bad, but the credit you receive for having such fabulous real estate? Priceless.

11.    Find your own way to be prestigious.

There’s an incredible amount of satisfaction that comes from being a standout in your own way.  Take it from someone who knows—being famous and prestigious is well worth the effort required.  You’ll find yourself relishing in adoration and receiving well-deserved respect.  You may not know half the people that attend your next dinner party, but it’s the fact that they know of you that counts.  


Prestige can also be found in terms of university affiliation.  For example, my own Princeton education has served me greatly in networking and finding my own inner celebrity.  Let your ideals of high society be your guide, and choose the affiliations of your future wisely.

12.    Chase your dreams.
Next time you’re at one of the intersections of life and the light turns green, take the cue and go. Stop waiting for things to happen and pursue your deepest desires.  Marry your longtime sweetheart, make your own fortune, throw a party, and enjoy your life.  No one’s going to tell you the best time to start being happy, so the time to chase your dreams is now.



“Spend as you wish, borrow liberally, and show off the person you wish to be instead of the person that you truly are.”
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